
The Military Draft, Good or Bad?  
(Much of the text is paraphrased from Wikipedia)  

 
Read the passages below about the military draft; then follow the instructions below for 
writing your essay.  
 

For thousands of years the practice of involuntary “conscription” for raising an army 
has existed. Likewise, has the argument between those desiring a wholly “volunteer-army” 
and proponents of the “draft” been heard. Each side has valid points. Do you favor the draft 
or a volunteer military? Consider the following paragraphs before stating your preference in 
an essay.  

It simply is unfair that conscription, or the draft, is generally limited to a country’s 
youth. This is “age discrimination” at its worst, they believe. The singer Phil Ochs 
epitomized that belief in his protest folk song, “I Ain’t Marching Anymore” with the lyric, 
“It’s always the old who lead us to war; it’s always the young who fall.” Additionally, and 
likely, the conscripts will lack the discipline of a volunteer. What person compelled to work 
at a task he dislikes will perform in a disciplined manner? Such motivation is based on 
coercion and the threat of punishment. Therefore, a drafted army is more prone to mutiny and 
desertion than a volunteer force. Finally, troop quality is bound to suffer based on the short 
period of draftee service. The necessary fighting skills cannot be acquired over the period of 
a few years. Volunteers remain focused on the skills they sought to acquire by “joining-up”, 
often for a career of a score of years or more.  

Those favoring the draft counter with valid arguments. Those drafted into military 
acquire talents, skills, and trades which benefit society following military service. They 
receive first aid instruction, swimming lessons, and even wilderness survival techniques that 
will benefit them and their families the rest of their lives. For the male, the military becomes 
a maturing experience turning boys into men where the men develop a team concept as well 
as a unifying national spirit. But lastly, and most importantly, in time of war, or a national 
emergency, the draft is able to immediately provide able-bodied troops essential to the 
survival and protection of a nation’s citizenry. Without it, in such dire times, counting on 
volunteers may be problematic.  

 
Your purpose is to write an essay to be read by a classroom instructor in which you  
take a position on whether the military draft should be reinstated for national security. 
Be sure to defend your position with logical facts and reason as well as appropriate 
examples.  
 
*From the Developmental Educators’ Handbook, Betty and Jerry Woodfill, Editors/Authors 


